
  

 

Fall  2025 

FROM YOUR CAMP DIRECTOR, KEVIN OWEN 
 
     “Time flies when you’re having fun”.  You have probably heard this old adage and have even stated it many 
times.  This summer was a huge success and truly a fun one for staff and campers. The Lord blessed us with a 
wonderful summer staff and many volunteers that came to serve for a week or more.   
 
     The Lord blessed camp with a very successful and prosperous summer program.  We are so thankful for the 
excitement and enthusiasm that the summer staff brought with them to 
serve the campers this summer.  Also, want to give a big shout out to Karlie 
and her  assistant program director, Ava Lee, for a wonderful job leading and 
guiding the summer staff.   
 
     Logistically, summer went splendid.  The first two weeks of camp included 
taking a third of the campers into the park each day, using the big camp bus.  
We are so thankful for Vicki, a volunteer, who came up to drive the bus for 
those two weeks.  What a blessing it was to have her there and to drive the 
campers into the park for three days each week.   
 
     Alpha Omega Institute provided the speakers each week and the first two 
weeks they were also on the bus talking about God’s wonderful creation as 
they went into Yellowstone.  We want to give a big thanks to Dave and Mary 
Jo, Adam and Angel, and Brian for spending time and pouring into these 
camper’s lives as you taught a Biblical based creation and challenging the 
minds of each camper. 
 
 
Here are a few testimonies of what the campers had to say about camp this summer: 
 
“I had the best week ever!” 
 
“Get to grow in your faith and learn how to interact with atheists.” 
 
“I like to count down the days until camp and super excited about the themes. I learned so much this year, I 
was just struggling with evolution and appreciated the in-depth explanations of hard concepts.”  
 
“Camp means to follow in His Way, learn and grow in His Word! Meet super sweet people.” 
 
“I learned a lot about God and His Word. Now I’m excited to go tell others! I can’t wait to come back next 
year!” 
 
 “I’ve never been to a place so peaceful and alive. Every day I felt closer to God – thank you OFCR!” 
 
     This shows why summer camp flew by, because we had fun! But that fun was fun in the Word of God, fun 
singing and worshipping, fun playing games, fun eating and fellowshipping, and fun learning about God and 
His creation.  Summer 2025-Created By Him and For Him (Col. 1:16).        
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FROM YOUR BOARD CHAIRMAN, DAVE RUTHARDT 

     This picture might look like I’m talking to a group of campers in the Lodge, and you’d be right. Mostly. 
But these campers are not at one of the weeks of camp that most of you think of when we talk about Old 
Faithful Christian Ranch. These campers are part of Big Sky Scholarship Camp that rents OFCR after our, 
‘regular’ four weeks of camp.  

     Like many other groups, Big Sky Scholarship Camp has found a home at OFCR. The camping season at 
OFCR doesn’t end the last week of July. Besides Big Sky Scholarship Camp, many church groups, men’s 
retreats, women’s retreats, the Alpha Omega Institute, college 
groups, and other youth organizations rent our facilities. This    
second season actually started in June before our regular camp    
season and extends into October with some groups seeing snow 
during their visit! 

     And speaking of snow, OFCR hosts many winter retreats, our 
guests arriving by snow machine or on one of our snowcats. This 
winter OFCR will extend our winter program to include a Junior 
High age group in addition to our High School winter retreat.  

     Would you like to help at camp but find your schedule full     
during July? There are many other opportunities to help outside of 
the regular camp season. God’s Word continues to be taught here 
at OFCR year-round. Come and see how you can be involved.     

A BIG “Thank You” to our Volunteers 
     We are so grateful for all of the volunteers that came and gave their time and 

energy at OFCR this year.  Thank you so much for pouring into these campers 

lives and making their camp experience unforgettable!  We thank you for filling 

the needs of OFCR; whether you were a cabin leader, musician, kitchen help, 

dishwasher, maintenance, program, staff shepherds, bus driver, or the camp 

nurse, you made a huge difference.   

     A special thanks to a couple that spent 7 weeks volunteering at OFCR.  Dave 

and Janette Wybo helped  throughout our busy retreat season.  They were  

awesome to help wherever needed; and we are deeply appreciative for their 

friendship and serving attitude while at OFCR.   

     Volunteers are such a vital part of OFCR and we are always thankful for the 

people God sends to our way.   

     From Serena– a great volunteer that served in the kitchen one week in the 

summer and multiple times in the fall (every time we needed her). 

“I am deeply grateful for the opportunity to volunteer at Old Faithful 

Christian Ranch this past year. Serving others in this way brings me 

great joy, and I believe it is a meaningful expression of what God calls 

us to do - to serve with love and humility. Christian camp holds a very 

special place in my heart. I attended camps as a child, and it was     

during those years, as a teenager, that I made the decision to follow 

Christ and was baptized. Those  experiences shaped my faith and  

continue to inspire me today.  

Over the years, I have found that serving is no longer as arduous as it 
once was especially when there are enough willing hands to share the work. With the right number of volun-
teers, the tasks become lighter, and the focus remains on what truly matters: encouraging one another and 
helping campers grow closer to God. It is a blessing to serve and to witness God's work in the lives of others.”  

Left to right:  Janette, Mary (our kitchen   

assistant June-Oct), Serena, and Pattie 

Dave & Jeanette  



  

 

 

 

Kitchen  Campaign Update 
      Once winter retreats ended, it was time to finish the room designated as the new dish pit.  It 

was interesting times getting materials in the winter (as shown in last newsletter).  The new 

dish pit was finished right before the June work day.  It has been working great and the new 

dish machine is able to handle numerous sheet pans and even igloo coolers because it is the tall 

model.  It has been a great addition/upgrade to the kitchen for better flow and efficiency.  The 

volunteers have loved and commented on the changes. 

     Just as a reminder of what has been accomplished in the kitchen:  a new floor, stove tops and 

griddle,  stainless work tables and racks, reach-in refrigerator, ice machine installed, new dish 

washer/dish pit, new drying racks, warmer, new can opener station.  A lot has been                  

accomplished but more is scheduled to be done in the winter of 2026. 

     This winter the goal is to finish the wall where the old dish machine was.  This will include a 

hand sink, new shelving, the can opener station, a two bay prep sink and a water filling station 

for coolers, etc.  Another main goal is to install a hood and finish the wall on the hot side of the 

kitchen.  This would also include replacing the two convection ovens. 

     Please pray how you can support this portion of the kitchen remodel.  OFCR needs your     

donations to help finish this phase of the remodel.  If you have not been up to camp for some 

time please stop by and see the progress of this project. 

     The Lord has been good and is always faithful to provide.  Please pray how you can be a part 

of this vital need at camp. 
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PRAYER REQUESTS  

 Please pray for the 

kitchen campaign that  

we can finish phase 2 

and move to phase 3.  

We need funds to finish 

getting new/newer   

ovens, and an exhaust 

hood. 

 Pray that the Lord 

would bring the key 

staff members that we 

are lacking to join in 

the work of the        

ministry at OFCR. 

 Pray now for the     

summer  of 2026 and 

how you can be a part 

of the scholarship fund 

for campers  

PRAISES  

 Praise God for all the 

volunteers who helped 

so graciously this year.  

You made such a      

difference! 

 

 Praise God for the 

campers who made 

first time decisions to 

trust Christ as their 

Savior! And for those 

who have rededicated 

their lives to following 

Jesus! 

 

 Praise God for the    

donor who donated a 

new trash trailer.  It 

actually is a dump trail-

er bear proof and all..   4 

  

Grateful for Work Days 

     OFCR has been blessed with a great group of people that have been coming 

to our work days.  As most of you know we have two work days each year, one 

the first Saturday in June and the other the first Saturday of October.  It is such 

an encouragement to us on staff, and the board members to see each of you 

that care so much about the ministry here at OFCR.  Even on a cold, rainy day 

this past October we still had 52 in  attendance.  What a blessing it was to have 

each of you attend and help in all the projects we had going on.  So much was 

accomplished and we could not do it all with out you.  Thanks again for a great 

turn out this year on our work days.   

     The Spirit of God is moving mightily at Old Faithful Christian Ranch! This 
summer we were blessed with 22 incredible summer staff, most of them being 
teenagers—praise the Lord for stirring the hearts of the next generation to 
serve Him so faithfully. It was powerful to watch campers wrestle with the 
truth of being Created by Him and Created for Him and come to a deeper un-
derstanding of God’s handiwork. Even more exciting, 22 campers gave their 
lives to Christ this summer! Praise His holy name! With this movement of the 
spirit came record numbers—118 campers during Senior High Week alone—
and hearts overflowing with joy and transformation. Because of this wonderful 
increase, we’re thrilled to announce that next summer we’ll expand to five full 
weeks of camp! 
 

Super Seniors Week: 11th–12th graders 
Senior High Week: 9th–10th graders 
Junior High Week: 7th–8th graders 
Middle School Week: 5th–6th graders 
Junior Campers: 3rd–4th graders 
 

     We’re also expanding our Winter Youth Retreats as well. We will be adding a 

Junior High Winter Retreat for 6th–8th graders! More opportunities for the 

Lord to work in the hearts of the next generation. Every new opportunity is a 

reminder that Jesus is working in powerful ways. Thank you to our donors, 

volunteers, and partners who make this ministry possible. We can’t wait to see 

what God will do next! 

Change Is in the Air—Because 

 God Is on the Move! 



  

 

FROM YOUR PROGRAM DIRECTOR,  

KARLIE  SUDWEEKS 

     This summer, at Old Faithful Christian Ranch, was one to remember! With 
the theme “Created by Him, Created for Him,” campers and staff alike were 
invited to see the wonder of God’s design—in creation, in Scripture, and in 
themselves. It was a season where truth stood firm against the lies of         
evolution and chance, and hearts were reminded that we serve a God who not 
only made us, but made us for His purpose. Through the teaching of Alpha 
Omega Institute, 356 campers discovered how science and Scripture       
beautifully align, revealing the handiwork of our Creator. The Spirit of God moved powerfully through every  
meal, activity, song, and message. For the first time, our junior high and senior high campers ventured into 
Yellowstone National Park, marveling at God’s creativity displayed in geysers, canyons, and wildlife.    
Standing in awe of His creation made the theme come alive in ways only God could orchestrate. 

     Behind the scenes, our staff and volunteers poured out their hearts with Christ like love and energy. The 
kitchen crew faithfully served meals with joy, turning simple tasks into ministry moments. The maintenance 
team worked tirelessly to keep camp running smoothly, often unseen but never unnoticed by the Lord. The 
program staff filled each day with adventure, fun, and creativity. The worship team led us to the throne of 
grace each chapel session and campfire, filling the amphitheater and woods with voices lifted high in praise. 
Our camp nurses cared for each camper with compassion and gentleness, embodying the healing heart of 
Christ. Our Photographers and Videographer captured every priceless, precious moment. And our cabin 
leaders discipled, listened, prayed, and walked with campers as they encountered Jesus in personal and 
transformative ways. 

     Each conversation, devotion, and shared moment built relationships that allowed God to work  mightily. 
Campers left not only with memories but with hearts renewed, faith strengthened, and an understanding 
that they were fearfully and wonderfully made for a divine purpose. This summer was a testimony to what 
happens when God’s people come together to serve in unity, guided by His Word and filled with His Spirit. 
Truly, the heavens declare the glory of God — and so did this summer at OFCR." 

Don’t forget to go to www.ofcr.org for more info and pictures!  



  

 

 

Full-Time Staff 

Kevin Owen:  Camp Director 

Phone: (208) 390-9840 

Email: ofcrdirector@gmail.com 

 

Karlie Sudweeks:                                                 
 Program   Director  

 Phone: (208) 390-9845 

 ofcrprogramdirector@gmail.com 

 

Part-Time Staff 

Pattie Owen:  Business Office 

ofcrbusinessoffice@gmail.com 

 

OFCR Board of Directors 

Dave Ruthardt 

(Chairman of the Board) 

 

Daniel Isham 

Skyler Hatley 

Shane McCurry 

Keith Stayman 

SUMMER 2025 

 356 Campers  

 22 First time commitments to Jesus! 

 94  Rededications/Assurance of Salvation! 

 16 Committed to Full Time Ministry 

 173 Campers stated they grew in their Faith! 

  95 OFCR & Church scholarships! 

2026 OFCR Calendar of Events! 

May 1st APPRECIATION BANQUET 

June 6th Spring Workday 

June 14th-18th Staff Training Week (for whole summer staff) 

June 22nd-26th Super Seniors (11th-12th)  

June 29th-July 3rd Sr High (9th-10th) 

July 6th-10th Jr High (7th-8th) 

July 13th-17th Middle School (5th–6th) 

July 20th-24th Jr Campers (3rd-4th) 

Ways to give!  

Donate online at ofcr.org for one-time gifts or to set up monthly giving. 

  Or send a check to OFCR at  145  6Th Street, Idaho Falls, ID 83401                       
OFCR is a 501(c)(3), and all donations are tax deductible 


